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WELCOMING REMARKS 

BY H.E. BARAKA H LUVANDA, AMBASSADOR OF 

TANZANIA TO JAPAN AT THE “JOIN US FOR TEA AT THE 

EMBASSY OF TANZANIA” EVENT ORGANIZED BY THE 

EMBASSY AND THE INTERNATIONAL ARTISTS CENTER 

(IAC), 03 MARCH 2023 

 

 

Ms. Terumi Kanaya,  

Director General, International Artists Center (IAC), 

and the Co- organiser of the event. 

 

 

Board Members of International Artists Center (IAC) present here, 

 

 

Invited Guests, 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 

My Colleagues at the Embassy, 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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Kon'nichiwa! 

 Jambo! 

A very Good Afternoon to All! 

 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to express our profound 

appreciation to all of you for finding time to come, especially on a 

weekday like this to share with us your precious time. 

 

 As we say in Kiswahili (our national language), asanteni sana. 

 

Let me also thank the Co-organizers and sponsors of this event- the 

International Artists Center (IAC), for not only having conceived the 

idea of these tea gatherings, but also for implementing the idea 

itself. 

 

 It is so heartening that you have been doing all this with zeal and 

passion and without any conditions or restrictions attached. 

 

Friends, I am equally heartened to know that this isn’t first time we 

are having this event at the Embassy. I am aware that the first "Join 
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Us for Tea Event” took place in the year 2015 right here at this 

Embassy, marking the beginning of a series of about 26 similar 

events at different locations before the onset of COVID-19 pandemic 

in 2019.  

 

I am extremely delighted that you decided to re-launch this 

platform from this Embassy. This is not a small thing for us, and we 

do not take it for granted. Thank you very much. 

 

 

We feel quite fortunate to be part of this important project which 

attracts the attention of many Japanese friends, and we appreciate it 

and hope that it will thrive and continue for many years to come. 

 

Friends, 

  

It would be a serious omission on my part if I did not recognize the 

role played by “those behind the scenes’ during the preparation of this 

event. They are unfortunately forgotten all the time, but they 

continue to work diligently all the time. Thank you very much for the 
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excellent logistics.  

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Let me mention that this event today provides us with the 

opportunity to learn more about Tanzania’s rich cultural heritage 

and so many unique tourist attractions, that you have not heard 

before.  

 

Even for those of you who have visited Tanzania before you will 

certainly be surprised to hear about them. I do not have any doubt 

in my mind that you will obviously want to visit the destination. 

 

 I will leave this assignment to Kazuma-san to walk you through all 

the finest details that you may need to be able to make your plans to 

visit Tanzania. 

 

But you will also get a moment to see for yourself, a now famous 

and liked documentary filmed by Her Excellency President Samia 
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Suluhu Hassan namely, “Tanzania - The Royal Tour.” And to spice it 

up and make it more interesting to you, it is in Nihongo! 

 

By and large, the documentary has become so popular worldwide 

and it is easily accessible in most accessible on social media. 

 

 

 Friends, 

 

As the name of the event suggests, we have planned a tea hour 

during which you will be able to socialize while sipping the highest 

quality tea from Tanzania as well as tasting the finest coffee in the 

world-The Kilimanjaro Coffee.  

 

You will, of course, have a moment to taste your favourite 

Tanzanian bites in a variety of flavours. I can only wish that you 

have a good appetite for that. 

 

As I conclude my remarks, let me take this opportunity to welcome 

you to visit Tanzania- the land of natural wonders and unforgettable 
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experiences such as climbing Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest 

mountain in Africa and the highest free-standing mountain in the 

world (its height is 5,895 meters above sea level); touring in the 

largest Serengeti National Park and in the volcanic crater at 

Ngorongoro, as well as relaxing on Zanzibar's finest beaches.  

 

By the way, Tanzania is a destination that can be visited by 

anybody, at any time of the year and, at any budget with full range 

of leisure options. Believe me, you will certainly see value for your 

money! 

 

You may also be interested to know that Tanzania was recently 

ranked fourth in natural beauty, and we have joined the group of 

ten countries listed for natural beauty in the world according to the 

World Report on Natural Beauty. And this only confirms what I 

have just intimated to you. 

 

Moreover, Tanzania boasts of being a stunning country with 

welcoming, friendly people and an ideal environment, making it 

appropriate for your travel-related adventures and for your 
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subsequent your investment, if you will.  

 

So, I invite everyone here present today to visit Tanzania to 

experience the warmth, the kindness, the camaraderie, and the unmatched 

hospitality of the Tanzanian people. 

 

 

In one of his famous quotes, Henry Ford said in those many years 

ago: (quote) “Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress 

and working together is success.” (End of quote).  

 

We, at the Embassy are ready and willing to work together with you 

for our greater success. 

 

Arigatou gozaimasu! 

Asanteni sana!. 

 


