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TALKING NOTES FOR H.E. BARAKA LUVANDA, 

AMBASSADOR OF THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 

TO JAPAN, WITH CONCURRENT ACCREDITATION TO 

AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, AND PAPUA NEW GUINEA AT 

THE OCCASION OF THE BREAKFAST MEETING WITH THE 

GROUP OF PROSPECTIVE BUSINESS/INVESTORS IN 

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND, 7 FEBRUARY 2023 

 

Dear Friends, 

 
Jambo! Kia Ora! Morena! A very good morning to you! 

 
When I met Martin yesterday for an exchange on the format of 

our meeting with you today I mentioned to him about the famous 

speech that saved the life of then US President Teddy Roosevelt 

when he was campaigning for President on October 14, 1912. I 

told him that President Roosevelt was almost spared certain 

death when 50 pieces of paper slowed an assailant’s bullet 

headed  for his chest. 

 

And so, I intimated to Martin that I would, as a tradition, and 

going by the story of the pieces of paper, prepare a short text to 

guide my presentation to you this morning. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Let me begin my remarks by sincerely thanking our host, and 

organizer of this meeting, Dr. Martin Mhando for not only 

conceiving this idea of this breakfast meeting, but also for the 

extended generous hospitality and for the substantive inputs into 

this exchange. I cannot thank you enough. But, as we say in 

Kiswahili language, Asante sana! 

 
Let me also express my sincere appreciations to you for accepting 

this invitation despite the busy schedule each one has especially, 

at the beginning of the year. Thank you very much.  

I am particularly happy we could meet and wish each other a 

happy new year. But equally important this has presented to us 

an opportunity to we get to know other. 

Friends, 

I have always considered the opportunity to brief prospective 

investors about business and investment opportunities in 

Tanzania as one of my core functions as a representative of my 

country abroad. So, here I am before you today to invite you to 

come and do business with us in Tanzania.  
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For me, nothing could be more heart-warming, important, and 

memorable during my trip to New Zealand than this rare 

occasion. I thank you for making my visit memorable!   

 
BILATERAL RELATIONS NEW ZEALAND AND TANZANIA 

Tanzania and New Zealand have enjoyed the strong partnership 

and friendship that have been built over close to 60 years now. New 

Zealand is accredited to Tanzania from its High Commission in 

Pretoria in South Africa, while Tanzania is accredited to New 

Zealand from its Embassy in Tokyo, Japan. 

 

This long enduring relationship has been a keystone of our 

economic growth, social development, and alleviation of poverty 

initiatives and programs in Tanzania for a record time. 

 

According to statistics within the Tanzania Revenue Authority in 

2021, the trade volume between Tanzania and New Zealand has 

constantly increased over the years. For instance, in 2021, 

Tanzania exported goods worth US$ 654.29 Thousand to New 

Zealand; and imported goods worth US$5.22 Million from New 

Zealand.  Tanzania sells to New Zealand a few products such  as 

coffee, tea, sisal, tobacco, spices, and some precious metals whilst,  

we import from New Zealand items such as iron and steel, 

https://tradingeconomics.com/tanzania/exports/new-zealand/coffee-tea-mate-spices
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roofing tile, machinery and vegetable seeds, dairy products, 

electronics and lubricants.  

 

WHY INVEST IN TANZANIA? 

A genuine question that begs an honest answer from us, is why 

invest in Tanzania?  I will briefly explain some of the reasons why 

you should consider Tanzania your first investment destination.  

 
I wish to assure you that, Tanzania is ready and willing to do 

business with you and has everything that you need for your 

business. Moreover, Tanzania is a dedicated member of the 

International Centre for Settlement of Investment Dispute (ICSD) 

and Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) of the 

World Bank. 

(i) Tanzania is a peaceful and politically stable nation. It has 

enjoyed peace and uninterrupted political stability since 

attaining independence from British colonial rule in 1961. 

Our country has not only enjoyed peace and stability since 

independence, but also, we have often-times facilitated 

peace processes within our region and beyond.  
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(ii) Attractive investment environment. 

The Government of Tanzania has successfully undertaken 

structural economic reforms and embraced market economic 

policies. These, coupled with comprehensive macro-

economic reforms have paid dividends.   

More importantly, the Government has put in place both 

institutional policy framework, investment laws and 

regulations which have created an attractive investment 

environment for both local and foreign investors across the 

full spectrum of our economy.  

 
(iii) Tanzania borders  

 
Tanzania is a gateway to East and Southern Africa 

geographically and by virtue of being a member of the East 

African Community (EAC) with a market of about 177 million 

people and the South African Development Community 

(SADC) with a market of about 350 million people. It is one of 

the biggest countries in the region and it has good connectivity 

with all its neighbours. Tanzania has three major ports in Dar 

es Salaam, Tanga and Mtwara that cater for the entire region.  

 



6 

 

As you may be aware, Tanzania is surrounded by eight 

countries of which, six of them, are land-linked and therefore 

they depend on Tanzania’s ports for their imports and exports 

through the Indian Ocean. 

 

(iv) Investment facilitation 

The Government has simplified bureaucracy and has 

undertaken necessary economic liberalization measures to 

facilitate investors in the country. For instance, it now takes 

not more than three (03) working days (if all documents are 

in place) to register a company in Tanzania under the 

Tanzania Investment Centre (TIC).  

The TIC is a one stop center that provides fast tracked 

services of about eleven government regulatory authorities 

related to investment. Through the TIC, investors can 

resolve all matters related to investment permits, licenses, 

and certificates in the short possible time. Also, Tanzania has 

well established Special Economic Zones (SEZs) and Export 

Processing Zones (EPZs) that are intended to produce 

quality goods and services for both the local and export 

markets.  
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(v) Improving the investment and Business Environment 

in Tanzania 

In complementing the legal and policy reforms, the 

Government has improved physical infrastructure that 

ideally provide conducive environment for investors to 

operate.  

• The Government has invested heavily in the 

construction of the Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) 

which will connect the coastal and the hinterland 

economic zones of the country and the neighboring 

counties (Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic 

Republic of Congo).  

• The construction of the Julius Nyerere Hydro Electric 

Plant is going on very well and it is expected that after 

completion, the power plant will double the amount of 

electricity and consequently cutting the price of 

electricity by a half.  

• The Government has opened in the recent past a new 

airport terminal (Terminal III) at the Julius Nyerere 

International Airport which serves as a gateway for 

domestic, regional, and international travel hence, 
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giving investors assurance that they can invest and 

trade competitively. 

 

(vi) Availability of basic infrastructure services. 

The basic infrastructure services such as water, power, 

roads, rail, air transport and telecommunication are readily 

available at varying degrees countrywide.  

 
At present, one is assured of electricity and more power  

generation is on the way.  Equally important, most of key 

economic centres are well connected with good roads and 

more roads are being constructed. Again, telecommunication 

services are adequately available throughout the country 

and air transport to the country and within the country is 

satisfactory.  

 

Dear Friends,  

Another compelling reason for you to do business with Tanzania 

is the fact that there are unlimited opportunities to satisfy you 

interest and needs. Please allow me to highlight just a few: 
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a) Tourism 

Tourism is the sector that offers a variety of investment 

opportunities, and it is a fast-growing sector in Tanzania.  

Quite a good number of tourists visit Tanzania every year, 

but we need more tourists because we have in Tanzania 

abundant and diverse tourist attractions to cater for a large 

number of those visiting the country.  

Just to underscore certain facts, Tanzania is home to seven 

(07) UNESCO World Heritage Sites namely, the Ngorongoro 

Crater, the Serengeti National Park where you have to visit 

around this time up until end of September each year to be 

able to see for yourself the world’s phenomenal greatest 

animal migration, the Kilimanjaro National Park, the Selous 

Game Reserve, the Ruins of Kilwa Kisiwani and Songo 

Mnara which are the remains of two ancient ports located on 

two islands close to each other just off the Tanzanian coast 

about 300 kilometers South of Dar es Salaam, the Kondoa 

Rock Art Site and the Stone Town of Zanzibar. 

 

Tanzania is also a home to 22 national parks and 28 Game 

Reserves. Tanzania has 42 Game Controlled Areas, 33 

Wildlife Conservation Areas, six (06) nature reserves and 

four (04) Ramsar sites (the Malagarasi Muyovozi, the 
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Kilombero Valley Flood Plain, the Lake Natron Basin and 

the Rufiji-Mafia-Kilwa Marine sites). Tanzania is a dedicated 

State Party to the Ramsar Convention which is aglobal 

framework for conservation and wise use of all wetlands 

through local and national actions and international 

cooperation. 

 
Tanzania is home to the great lakes – Lake Victoria which is 

the largest tropical lake in the world and Lake Tanganyika 

which is the 2nd deepest freshwater lake in the world. 

 
One more unique feature about Tanzania that attracts many 

to visit - Tanzania is the most peaceful and safest destination 

comprises with welcoming, hospitable, and charming and 

friendly people in Africa coined as “The African Haven of 

Peace.” It is therefore no surprising that for more than thrice, 

Tanzania has been voted as the best safari destination 

country in Africa. 

 
Investment opportunities in this sector abound and they 

include the following: 

• tour-operators business, 

•  tourism infrastructure development particularly, 
construction of first-class hotels in towns,  
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• game parks infrastructure development as well as 
along the 850 miles (800 km) coastline of Tanzania 
mainland and the beautiful shores of the Spice Islands 
of  Zanzibar. 

 

b)  Agriculture 

Massive opportunities also exist in agriculture.  As some of 

you may be aware, Tanzania with territory of 945,000 square 

kilometres or approximately 365,000 square miles is a 

relatively big country.  Out of this 945,000 Sq. km of land, 

about 44 million hectares are suitable for crop production 

and 50 million for rangeland. Out of the total area suitable 

for crop production, only 10.8 million hectares (24.5 

percent) are cultivated annually, mainly by smallholder 

farmers. For the rangeland, about 24 million hectares (48 

percent) are used for livestock production. This means a lot 

of arable land and rangeland remain unutilized; hence there 

is huge potential for investment in this sector. Furthermore, 

the potential land for irrigation amounts to 29.4 million 

hectares, out of which only 0.462 million hectares (1.6 

percent) are under irrigation. 
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So, you are warmly invited to undertake large-scale 

commercial farming of any crop of your choice including, 

tobacco, sugar cane palm oi, etc.   

I should also mention to you that Tanzania is endowed with 

lakes, rivers and ground water sources and it borders the 

Indian Ocean with 800 km coastline.  We do have good 

climatic conditions suitable for the growth of different 

tropical crops as well as temperate and semi-temperate 

crops.  

c)  Agro business 

Agro business is another lucrative area for investment.  The 

Government promotes business in the input and output 

ends of the value chain; from producing seeds and fertilizers 

to the manufacture of agricultural equipment.  And 

Tanzania and the neighbouring countries within the East 

Africa Community and SADC being predominantly 

agricultural economies provide a huge market for whatever 

you can produce.  

d)  Manufacturing 

Tanzania long-term development strategy is to transform 

from an agricultural economy to industrial-led economy 

using the abundant natural and agricultural resources that 
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we do have in the country as raw materials.  You may wish 

to note that we are determined to become a manufacturing 

and a service hub for the region, taking advantage of our 

geographic location.    

As such, the government has decided to put greater accent 

on building a strong industrial base.  To this end, we have 

established the Economic Processing Zones (EPZs) and the 

Special Economic Zones (SEZs) as the steppingstones of 

industrial growth and services.  I invite you to come to make 

full use of these readily available facilities for mutual benefit.   

e) Energy 

Opportunities are also abundant in the energy sector 

notably, in power generation where Tanzania has the 

potential to become a power exporter to the region.  

Tanzania has ample resources for power generation ranging 

from hydro, geothermal, natural gas, coal, solar, wind, 

biofuel, and biomass.  Again, the market is huge and the 

demand for power across countries is immense across 

countries there. 

f) Service Sector 

Service sector in Tanzania is growing at unprecedented pace.  

Apart from tourism as mentioned earlier, there is also 
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opportunity for you to invest in finance, trade and logistics, 

telecommunications, ICT, and transport sectors.  I welcome 

you to come and invest in these highly demanded services 

for your guaranteed and quick returns. 

g)   Mining 

At present, mining is the leading sector in terms of foreign 

investment although agriculture remains the mainstay. 

There are numerous mineral resources in Tanzania for you 

to explore and invest in.  They range from gold to gemstones 

such as Tanzanite, diamond, gold, nickel, graphite, lithium, 

emeralds, ruby, and I could go on and forth. Apparently, our 

focus is on value addition to our precious stones, I therefore 

invite you all to participate in this important sector.  Please 

take good note that there are industrial minerals and 

precious metals some of which exist in large quantities such 

as nickel, cobalt, phosphates, graphite, kaolin, soda, coal, 

iron ore and many more.  

 I am pleased to inform you and indeed remind some of you 

that Tanzania is the only country in the World which is 

blessed with a rare and precious stone known as Tanzanite.  

So, I welcome you welcome to come in good numbers to 
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explore business in these minerals and precious stones I 

have just mentioned to you.  

(h) Investing in the Blue Economy 

I wish to invite you to consider coming to explore 

investment opportunities that exist in abundance in this 

important sector.  There are diverse opportunities such as 

fisheries, deep sea fishing, boat-building plants for fish nets 

making, engine repair and maintenance workshops, fish 

processing and packaging plants and the list goes on. We 

have put for you all these information on our Embassy 

website to which I invite you to visit. 

 

Conclusion 

Dear Friends, 

As I said at the beginning, New Zealand and Tanzania enjoy 

excellent bilateral relations. What we only need to scale up is 

translating these excellent relations between our two countries 

into economic benefits for our two peoples. 

I have explained to you some of comparative advantages that 

Tanzania can offer if you make a wise decision to invest in 

Tanzania.  
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Let me add, in closing, one more factor which I believe is very 

important, that is the political will. Her Excellency Dr. Samia 

Suluhu Hassan, President of the United Republic of Tanzania is 

dedicated in making business environment in Tanzania free from 

corruption and other malpractices. You can therefore be assured 

of not only a safest, reliable, secure, and conducive investment 

environment, but also an environment without unnecessary 

bottlenecks.  

Let me end by welcoming you to come and invest in Tanzania, 

the Land of Kilimanjaro and Spice Islands of Zanzibar, a beautiful 

Country, with lovely and friendly people.  I can assure you one 

sure  thing that you will never regret investing in Tanzania.  

Our doors are open in the whole government and our Embassy in 

Tokyo functions 24/7 for any enquiry that you may have. It is 

upon you to make such wise decision. 

 

I Thank you for your kind attention! 


