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REMARKS BY H.E. BARAKA LUVANDA, AMBASSADOR OF THE 
UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA TO JAPAN DURING THE 

WORKING DINNER MEETING WITH TOKUSHUKAI MEDICAL 
CORPORATION, 17TH FEBRUARY 2023, AT THE CHANCERY, TOKYO 
  

Dr. Higashiue Shinichi, MD, 

Chairman of Tokushukai Medical Corporation,  

 

Dr. Ishikawa Ichiro, 

Special Advisor to Chairman and Chief Tokushukai Headquarters, 

 

Prof. Tanabe Kazunari, MD,  

Director of Robotic Surgery and Organic Transplant Centre, 

Tokushukai Shonan Kamakura General Hospital 

 

Dr. Kobayashi Shunzo, MB, 

General Director of Tokushukai Shonan Kamakura General Hospital 

 

Dr. Idaka Sumi, MD, 

Director of Kidney Transplant Centre of Tokushukai Shonan Kamakura 

General Hospital 

 

Dr. Mwanatambwe Milanga, MB, 

Representative for Africa 

Tokushukai Medical Corporation 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

My Colleagues at the Embassy,  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

Konnichi wa! Habari za Jioni! Good evening! 
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As your host today, let me say it is a privilege to welcome you all at 
Tanzania House, which is your second home. And, as we say in Kiswahili, 
Karibuni Sana! In Nihongo, we say, Yokoso! 
 
Ideally, it would have been quite appropriate to have had this dinner upon 
my arrival in Tokyo in December 2021 to qualify as an event for us to get to 
know each other. Unfortunately, logistics and circumstances then could not 
permit us to do so. 
 
I should like to sincerely thank my friend, Dr. Milanga-san for conceiving 
this idea of having it today. It was indeed felt that we could still meet, and 
while wining and dining, we finally would have an opportunity to put faces 
to the names we have been hearing about. 
 
But I also wish to thank you All, for endorsing the idea itself and, 
especially for taking time out of your busy schedule to come and spend 
time with us. This is not a small thing at all and, we do not take it for 
granted.  
 
Again, hats-off to Milanga-san for sharing the good news that today’s 
dinner coincides with the birthday of the Chairman and the Founder of 
TOKUSHUKAI, Mister TOKUDA TORAO!  
 
So, we have every reason to be happy together this evening although we 
would have been a lot happier to have him in our midst.  
 
I would like to thank again Milanga-san for his insightful thoughts on the 
programme and on substantive issues. You are always available when we 
look out for some help, and you have never failed us. Thank you so much. 
 

Mister Chairman, 

 On behalf of my colleagues here present and, on behalf of the Government 
of Tanzania, I wish to sincerely thank TOKUSHUKAI for the long solid 
partnership and friendship that you have established with Tanzania for a 
record time.  
 
This partnership has served humanity and has so far, spared the lives of 
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many Tanzanians and our neighbours in the East and Southern African 
region and well beyond. 
 
We are particularly satisfied with the level of commitment that 
TOKUSHUKAI has demonstrated over the years since 2004 when the 
framework for our collaborations were first inked and operationalized. 
 
As many Tanzanians will not stop from cherishing your success work in 
Kidney Transplant in Tanzania, so are the Comorians and Burundians and 
many others who enjoy the facilities and the services you have put at their 
disposal in Dodoma Municipality in Tanzania.  
 
The donation of the dialysis machines and the various professional 
trainings that you conducted prior to the launching of the Kidney 
Transplant Centre in 2012 have made all the difference and, it is something 
that we greatly appreciate.  
 
 
Dear Friends, 

As I pronounce these appreciations to you, I am also reminded of the 
factual reflection a great Canadian friend of mine gave me and I quote: 
 
 “In life, you always get more than what you deserve or less than what you 
deserve. You never quite get just the right amount. If you get less, you must work 
harder and smarter, and if you get more than, you must give back….” (End of 
quote). 
 
You at TOKUSHUKAI, have truly given back through your extended 
generous support at Benjamin William Mkapa Hospital which, as I have 
indicated, has saved, and continues to save the lives of not only 
Tanzanians, but also the lives of many of our neighbours in that region. 
 

So, as we celebrate the 5th anniversary of the Kidney Transplant Facility at 
Benjamin William Mkapa Hospital next month, we should be mindful of 
the many other areas of critical concern that still need your support which I 
believe you can support them in some way. 
 
And I mention this deliberately and am fully aware of the plain truth in 
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ancient Persian proverb which goes, …quote:  
 “I wept because I had no shoes, until I saw a man who had no feet.”  (End of 
quote). 
 
You have made Tanzania a medical destination where people around the 
East and Southern Africa can go and get nephrological services of such a 
highest standard. But you can still do more to save many more lives and, 
yes, you can. 
 
 
Mister Chairman, 

I would like to end my remarks by updating you on the follow up with the 

official visit to Japan by the team of lecturers from the University of 

Dodoma (UDOM) in December 2022.  

You will probably recall that during the said visit, the team presented to 
you the idea of establishing within the University a Centre of Excellence for 
Kidney Transplant, with the envisaged support from TOKUSHUKAI. 

Drawing from the constructive inputs the team received from you, they 
have now prepared a Concept Paper for establishment of the centre which 
will soon be tabled to the Government for endorsement.  

I am sure by the time you are in Dodoma for the 5th anniversary ceremonies 
you will receive more updates on this important initiative. 

 
Mister Chairman, 

Let me, in closing, reiterate, once again, the appreciations of the 
Government of Tanzania to TOKUSHUKAI for your continuous support 
on numerous Tanzania initiatives, particularly those pertaining to the 
health sector.  

It is our hope that you will continue in the same spirit supporting other 
projects in the field of health, by investing in the sector and through 
trainings, research, innovations, provision of equipment and medical 
services delivery.  
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The Government of Tanzania is fully committed and, determined to ensure 
the welfare of its people and especially, through the provision of health 
care to all. You can therefore rest assured that your investment and support 
in the health-related projects is quite relevant, secure, safe and, mutually 
beneficial.  
 
By and large, it is in large measure thanks to the current administration 
under the able leadership of Her Excellency Dr. Samia Suluhu Hassan, 
President of the United Republic of Tanzania.  
 
Since taking the office in March 2021, President Samia has embarked on 
wide-ranging reforms that have put the country on a trajectory of steady 
recovery from the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic to creating a 
conducive environment for business, investment and trade. As you will 
appreciate, she has placed strong emphasis on the development of primary 
and specialized healthcare in Tanzania in an unprecedented fashion. So, 
the room for your investment in this area is simply so much wide. 
 
And for us at the Embassy, we remain ready to work with you to build 
upon the already thriving relations with you in 24/7. 
 

Thank you very much for your kind attention! 
Asanteni Sana! Arigatou Gozaimasu! 


