REMARKS BY H.E. BARAKA LUVANDA, AMBASSADOR OF
THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA TO JAPAN AT
DINNER ORGANIZED BY THE EMBASSY FOR
PARTICIPANTS OF THE TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR
SUPPORT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORMS IN
TANZANIA,
KOBE BAY SHERATON HOTEL & TOWER, 30 OCTOBER 2022

Ms. Doi Yuriko-san,
JICA Representative, Kansai (Kobe),

The Team Leader of Programme Participants from Tanzania,

JICA representatives from Tanzania,

Programme Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

Konnichi wa! Habari za Jioni! Good evening!

Let me say at the beginning that, ideally it would have been quite
appropriate to have had this dinner upon your arrival in Japan on
17th October 2022. Unfortunately, logistics could not permit us to do
so.

So, I should like to sincerely thank JICA for being accommodative to
our idea of having this dinner today.

On behalf of my colleagues at the Embassy, I wish to express our
heartiest appreciations to the Government of Japan for the long
partnership and friendship with Tanzania with mutual benefits for
many years.

We are particularly satisfied with the level of commitment that JICA
has demonstrated in implementing many development programs in
Tanzania for many years now and, we continue to treasure on your
continued support for many years to come.

Friends,

The purpose of this gathering today is none other than dinning and,
it has been confirmed to me there is a lot of food and drinks for us. I
am therefore guided to remain faithful to my intentions of speaking
less. After all, they say speaking at a meal is not a good proposition.

If you speak before people eat, you are accused of keeping them
away from their food. And if you speak for too long after they have
eaten, you are again accused of giving them indigestion; both ways
you lose.
So, friends, I will cut down my losses by speaking 678 words only in
these few minutes allotted to me:

Number one,

To express our sincere thanks to JICA for the excellent arrangements
for this programme and many others before this one.

Since the beginning of this programme about 20 plus years ago, we
have seen and continue to see its usefulness in our domestic reform
agenda both in Central Government and in the Local Government
Authorities (LGAs). And I should like to appreciate the fact that this
time around we have in our midst participants from all across the
Government.

I do hope this will spur the necessary symbiotic relationship that is
needed for effective service delivery in the Country.

Number Two,

I should like to, once again thank JICA for accepting my idea of this
dinner. For us at the Embassy, we felt it was necessary to meet with
the team for one main reason, namely; we have been interacting
with most of the participants in one way or another through not
only in-person conversation to some but also through mails, emails

and phone calls, to some others. This dinner today is a great time for
us to put faces to the names. So, we thank you so much for this.

Number Three,

It would be greatly be a remiss on my part if I did not thank the
programme instructors for their great job of instilling knowledge
and experience in our participants. Indeed, whatever they have
done to this team has a great bearing on the ongoing reforms in
Tanzania. And, we cannot thank them enough.

Lastly, allow me to once again thank JICA for allowing us to come
and participate at the final report presentations tomorrow. I am
quite certain and hopeful that we will benefit a lot from that session
and have a sense of future direction of these programs. I can assure
you of my strong association with you in the noble work that you
are doing for Tanzania and that you can count on my support all the
time.

As I will be proposing a toast from where I seat, I ask everybody to
fill up his/her glass for that.
Thank you very much for your kind attention! Arigato Gozaimasu!

Toast: To a long partnership and friendship between Japan and
Tanzania! Kanpai!
…………………………………………………………………

